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JEKYLL ISLAND, Ga., April 18—
White House press secretary Jody
Powell today accused Sen, Jake Garn
(R Utah) of leaking “inaccurate” and
“distorted” information about. the
United States’ ability to verify Soviet
.compliance with a new strategic arms
limitation treaty (SALT). ; B

Powell, 'who later. backed off from
his assertion ‘' that- Garn- was “the
source, was commentmv on a report
published Tuesday in The New York
iTimes suggesting that U.S. ability to

iverify the terms of a SALT accord -

was severely damaged by the loss of

intelligence stations in Iran. - i ~ .
1 The report said Central Intel.hdence .

Agency  Director  Stansfield: Tuiner
:hiad told senators that it would take
five years to make up fully for the
loss of mtelhdence-dathermg capab1l-
ityin Iran,” - :

Defense *Secretary. Harold Brown "

denied the report. Tuesday, saying the
‘United States expects. to conclude a

SALT 1T accord “that” resolves satis- -
“factorily ‘the remammg proviswns on -

verification,” ; . -

Powel} discussed the report w1th. re—
‘porters here as President Carter en-
tered the seventh day-of a. vacatlon on
nearby Sapelo Island.

;. Powell noted . that. Brown sald the
United States-can compensate within

one year for .the loss of - intelligence- .

gathered facilities in Iran that would

have been- relied on to verify - Soviet

compliance with a SALT agreement.
He said this was-too short a time for
the Soviets to obtain secretly any kmd
“of | strateuxc\'advancé -over*hé- United -
'States outs:de the. 'cerms of the {reaty:

* Iman elaboration 6fhis earlier state~ ..
Brown ‘yesterday - told CBS

ment
‘\ews that He is-convinced the-United "

-States i3 “gomg to be able to verify a-
SALT agreement from the moment 1t.

i3 Sigrfed and ratifiédl 7 . L7
vin He predieted his st:ztement on “the
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xauety of our momtormr, techmquea
and . * the extended time that it
tal\es for the Soviets to test a missile
—it. takes them r’0 tests and some
)cars,. S RS '
Powell said thau. Tu1 ners estlmate

of ‘five years concerns the itme it
-wilt take to make up for the loss of
“all intelligence assets in Iran, not all
‘of which would ha)re been used to
verifly SALT IL RRE.

B 4 Is apparent that ’I'he Txmes was™’
glven an inaccurate ; ] account of
Adm Turnel"s testlmony," Powell said.

Gam latee'issued a. statement declar- -
ing’ that neither he' nor! his ‘staff was
the source of any-leaks concerning the -
loss of; US-i mtelhfience—gathermg ca
pabzhty in; vIran ; ;

‘Nothing could be further from the 4
txuth " Garn said. » Yhhink it is
1romc that I would be accused of leak-

the first to-eriticize the Carter admin-
istration: for selectively 1éaking infor--

matign- that would indicate;that the

SA.LT IT treaty would. be- verifiable.”
Poweu ‘told. reporters this morning

sthe:! source -of ‘the information, adding :-
that i G_aru “worked:: for : the: ad-
mxmstratxon, ‘he no longer would.™
_‘But= later, Powell backed “off from
. -this: assextion, saying he did not mean
-to: xmply he knew the source of The
Tlmés 1eport e
Garn. is'a conservatwe Repubhcan

and stattnch opponent of a new SALT
agreement'. ‘THe treaty, now- in the fi-.

- .nal stages of negotiation, has become

“the subject of intense maneuvering
" ‘centering on various estimates and re-’

- ports~—sitch as thit in: The Timeés—on'}
.o Whether comphance can be veritied.

Ever sieé the Iraman I:evolutxon.
admlmstratlon officials have insisted.
" that 'U.S.. ‘ability to verlfy 2'SALT ac-]
« cord.was 'not. seriously’ cnmpromxsed
o by the loss of the intelligence-gather--
ing ,facllmes m Iran atd that the. adi
'mlmstratmn was movmg vigorously to
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- ﬂed for compliance by the Soviets’: *::2

. is-at a disadvantage in trying to: pm—

e Gam less than an hour-after arr,

"+ He also told:reporters that Cam’rr-'
ing ipformation . when I-was ameng...; ““jogged four or five-miles on Sanels

- ““this morning and. flew” to Raleﬂgﬂ,

tﬁat she .- *understond”: that-Garn was "-"NC where she spoke at the op

Liday.

that he will not sign a treatv that ¢

not be adegquately monitored and '-efgﬁ

- Powell said today that the *inacc
rate report” in The Times can be & "B
_ ily corrected,” but that it is xmporb:m.i
that the Senate be givén aceurate-{Hdy
formation and that the administrating e

~vide it because of leaks to reporters;.;‘ _

He said the administration canr&‘wb
" discuss publicly the steps it is {akixgs
to* xemfy the treaty without r15.',4._,

'1mte1110ence-='ather1n° sources
‘methods, thexeby rendermo the B
~_effeLtive ’

- Powell " made- the comments 3!1.;

_here after several days of vacatiGHg3

.Island this morning -and later-y
. fishing with two Iriends. : :
Rosalynn- Carter left Sapelo Islai :

of © ‘the Governors’. Conference} e 2
‘.Iental Health She returned late~ ’_'
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